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TRIBUTE TO THE 4TH ANNUAL

FAMILY DAY MILLENNIUM CELE-
BRATION

HON. JOSE
´

E. SERRANO
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 4, 2000

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with joy
that I pay tribute to the ‘‘4th Annual Family
Day Millennium Celebration’’ on Saturday,
June 3, 2000.

Family Day in the 21st Century at Crotona
Park is a celebration that will take place near
the lake at Crotona Park from 12 pm to 6 pm.
Family Day provides an opportunity for the
residents of this community to claim Crotona
Park as a playground and entertainment place
for the family, free of crime and vandalism.

Mr. Speaker, the Family Day celebration is
an event that gives Crotona Park and the
neighboring communities an opportunity to
embrace and recognize the importance of their
families. It also gives them the opportunity to
claim ownership of Crotona Park.

The CES 4x and CS110 marching band with
their cheerleaders and baton twirlers, will walk
through the park demonstrating family pride
and unity, accompanied by parents, teachers,
and classmates.

This event is sponsored by Phipps Commu-
nity Development Corporation—Crotona Park
West, Friends of Crotona Park, Mount Hope
Housing Corp., Mid Bronx Desperados, Aqui-
nas Housing, New York City Department of
Parks and Recreation, Partnership for Parks,
Bronx Lebanon Hospital, The Bronx
Healthplan, 42nd and 48th Precinct Commu-
nity Affairs Dept., CES 4x, Goodwill Baptist
Church, Councilman Jose Rivera,
Assemblywoman Gloria Davis, Morrisania Re-
vitalization Corp., Community Board #3 &
Community Board #6, Community Action for
Human Services, 105.9 Caliente Radio Sta-
tion, and the GAP.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the individuals and participants
who are working to make the ‘‘4th Annual
Family Day Millennium Celebration’’ not just
possible but successful and fun.
f

IN HONOR OF SEAN BOLAND,
PRESIDENT OF THE CLEVELAND
FEIS SOCIETY

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 4, 2000

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, today I honor
the memory of Sean Boland, President of the
Cleveland Feis Society, who helped to de-
velop the Cleveland Feis into one on the larg-
est traditional Irish dance competitions in the
country.

Mr. Boland lived an exceptionally full life. In
addition to his first job, purchasing supervisor
for the Ohio Lottery Commission, he also
served on the board of directors of the Mi-
chael Coleman Heritage Center, a museum in
Ireland that honors internationally known Irish
musicians. He was also a member of the Irish
Northern Aid Society, the East and West Side
Irish American clubs and has volunteered his
time at events like the Irish Cultural Festival.

Mr. Boland’s most recent accomplishments
were working with the Cleveland Memorial to
the Great Hunger Committee to erect a monu-
ment in the Flats in memory of those who died
in the Potato Famine and being named 1994’s
Irish person of the year.

America is known for being a melting pot
society. Mr. Boland selflessly volunteered his
time to help others feel the same pride and
honor he did when looking back at the glo-
rious Irish heritage. Mr. Boland’s inspirational
life has left a lasting legacy. He will be
missed. He is survived by his wife of 33 years,
two sons, a daughter, and many loving rel-
atives and friends.

I ask you, fellow colleagues, to join me
today in honoring, Mr. Sean Boland, a deeply
dedicated, committed man who was an inspi-
ration to us all.
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MS. ARACELY GURROLA, A PRU-
DENTIAL SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY
AWARD WINNER

HON. ED PASTOR
OF ARIZONA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 4, 2000

Mr. PASTOR. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
congratulate and honor a young Arizona stu-
dent from my district who has achieved na-
tional recognition for outstanding volunteer
service in her community. Ms. Aracely Gurrola
of Phoenix has just been named one of my
state’s top honorees in The 2000 Prudential
Spirit of Community Awards program, an an-
nual honor conferred on the most impressive
student volunteers in each state, the District of
Columbia and Puerto Rico. An eighth grader
at Lowell Elementary School, Aracely is being
recognized for having initiated ‘‘Line Up to
Help,’’ a fund-raising project at her school to
benefit victims of Hurricane Mitch. An active
community volunteer on projects such as
clean-ups, food drives, and car-wash fund-
raisers, she felt compelled to do something
special after watching news reports of the dev-
astation Hurricane Mitch had left behind. She
approached her principal and received ap-
proval to collect change from fellow students
for two days as school let out. Aracely coordi-
nated her efforts with the local St. Vincent
DePaul Society, which made arrangements to
get the donations into the right hands. Then
she recruited several student volunteers to
help her with flyers promoting the fund-raiser
and to collect the money. In just two days, she
collected $250 in loose change from fellow
students, money that most students would
usually spend on candy. Aracely should be ex-
tremely proud to have been singled out from
such a large group of dedicated volunteers. I
heartily applaud her for her initiative in seeking
to make a positive impact on the lives of oth-
ers. She has demonstrated a level of commit-
ment and accomplishment that is truly extraor-
dinary in today’s world, and deserves our sin-
cere admiration and respect. Her actions show
that young Americans can play important roles
in our communities, and that America’s com-
munity spirit continues to hold tremendous
promise for the future.

IN HONOR OF DEBORAH KAPLAN,
ESQ., ON THE OCCASION OF HER
INAUGURATION AS PRESIDENT
OF THE WOMEN’S BAR ASSOCIA-
TION OF THE STATE OF NEW
YORK

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 4, 2000
Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,

today I pay special tribute to Deborah Kaplan,
Esq. Ms. Kaplan is a dedicated lawyer who
has worked tirelessly for a more just and hu-
mane society and an improved quality of life
for countless New Yorkers.

Ms. Kaplan contributes greatly to the New
York justice system in her current position as
a Principal Court Attorney in the office of the
Honorable Juanita Bing Newton, Deputy Chief
Administrative Judge for Justice Initiatives. Ms.
Kaplan has also guided many litigants toward
fair and just resolutions of grievances as an
arbitrator for the Small Claims Court of the
City of New York.

As a Senior Trial Attorney for the Criminal
Defense Division of The Legal Aid Society,
Ms. Kaplan is committed to helping those with
the greatest need for knowledgeable legal rep-
resentation. As a former president of the
Brooklyn Women’s Bar Association and a
committee member for the First Department
Committee on Character and Fitness of Appli-
cants for Admission to the Bar, Ms. Kaplan
has further dedicated herself to enhancing the
quality and character of the legal profession.

Ms. Kaplan consistently displays displays a
deep concern for the New York community.
She serves as vice chair of the Community
Advisory Council at Beth Israel Medical Cen-
ter, serves as chair of the Health, Human
Services Committee of Community Planning
Board Six, and participates with the New York
City Board of Education as a Statewide Mock
Trial Coach.

In recognition of her outstanding contribu-
tions to the New York community and to the
legal profession, Ms. Kaplan has received,
among many, the Orion S. Maraden Award
and the Honorable Sybil Hart Keeper Award.
On May 5–7, 2000, Ms. Kaplan will be in-
stalled as the President of the Women’s Bar
Association of the State of New York.

Mr. Speaker, I salute the life and work of
Ms. Deborah Kaplan, Esq., and I ask my fel-
low Members of Congress to join me in recog-
nizing her contribution to the legal profession
and the New York community.
f

HMONG VETERANS’
NATURALIZATION ACT OF 2000

HON. ROBERT A. WEYGAND
OF RHODE ISLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 4, 2000

Mr. WEYGAND. Mr. Speaker, Tuesday the
House passed H.R. 371, the Hmong Veterans’
Naturalization Act of 2000. As a cosponsor of
this legislation, I was pleased to support its
passage. Many of these brave men have set-
tled in Rhode Island where they make great
contributions to their communities. It is time
that we recognize the contribution of the
Hmong and pass this legislation.
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